
by  Ben Atkins 

The canned food drive 

game was a great success.  

The food drive charity 

games were played on De-

cember 3rd.  The stands 

were almost packed as the 

games were about to start.  

Both the 7th and 8th grade 

won their games.   

The 7th grade played with 

enthusiasm and team effort.  

The 7th grade did a great 

job passing the ball and 

taking good shots, but they 

really excelled in their de-

fensive game.  The defense 

played tough, only allow-

ing Grasslake 5 points 

throughout the game.  The 

final score was 30-5, 

Emmons.   

The 8th grade won their 

game even though they 

were the smaller team.  

They worked to find good 

shots.  While Grasslake had 

size and speed, Emmons 

countered with good de-

fense.  The 8th grade did a 

great job stealing the ball 

and not allowing the other 

team to score.  This lead to 

more opportunities for the 

Emmons offense to score. 

The stats for both 7th and 

8th grade teams were pretty 

tight.  In 7th grade, Jason 

Mrkonich lead the team in 

scoring with 6 points and 

tied Cole Rieke with as-

sists.  In the 8th grade 

game, A.J. Marsiglio lead 

the team with 10 points.  

Nick Geidner did a great 

job distributing the ball and 

had 3 assists.   

Food donations were given 

to the Open Arms Founda-

tion in Antioch.  The foun-

dation was established in 

1991 by Bill and Wanda 

Perrow.  The Emmons/

Grasslake basketball game 

netted 500 pounds of food 

from Emmons School to 

help stock the shelves.  

Additionally, one of the 

referees of the game do-

nated his paycheck for the 

night to the foundation.   

Emmons  Basketball Game Helps Food Pantry  

Middle School Attends PM &L by Jessica Stonis 

The PM &L Theater is 

currently performing the 

1983 classic, The Christ-

mas Story in celebration of 

the Christmas season.  The 

play ran December 5th 

through the 13th on se-

lected days.  The classic 

Christmas tale follows 

young Ralphie Parker in 

his quest to get a Red Ry-

der B.B. gun for Christmas.  

This play is full of laughs 

and the famous quote, 

ñYouôll shoot your eye out 

kid!ò 

The Emmons middle 

school traveled to see this 

show on December 10th at 

noon.  The play was well 

rehearsed and a joy to 

watch.  The narrator, Bob 

Wang, played multiple 

roles in this family favorite.  

The stage was well de-

signed and set the mood 

perfectly.  Emmons school 

8th grade student, Kyle 

Thode, acted the part of 

Scott Farkus, the bully in 

the production.  The cost 

for the tickets for the mid-

dle school to attend were 

paid for by generous dona-

tions from the Emmons 

PTO and Antioch Rotary 

Club. 

Fortunate Pooches and lab rescue is in need of help from citizens interested in helping 

stray dogs.  They have been extremely over-crowded recently and are in need of good 

homes for many dogs.  They need your help in many different ways.  They can use help at 

the shelter with the many jobs or fostering a dog that is waiting for a home.  They are also 

looking for donations of dog food, blankets, toys or any other dog items.  If you are look-

ing for a new family pet, try Fortunate Pooches.  You can sponsor a dog of your choice.  

For other information about how you can help, go to fortunatepoocheslabandrescue.org or 

call them at (224)-595-4704. R
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Fortunate Pooches Needs Your Help by Carly  Stumphy 



should be most afraid of robbery.ò  Rob-

bery is stealing of personal possessions.  

He said most people are afraid of bur-

glary.  That is when someone steals from 

a persons home.   

Who commits this type of crime?  Ac-

cording to Chief Forester, the general age 

of robbery offenders in the past year has 

been between the age of 20 and 35.  

Many robbery and burglary offenders are 

influenced by drugs.   

The police force in Antioch works 24 

hours a day 7 days a week.  The force has 

29 sworn officers.  They are a combina-

tion of full and part time officers.   

When asked  about the most common 

time for crime to occur, Chief  Forester 

said that most crime in Antioch is com-

mitted between 3:00 and 11:30 pm. 

What kind of crime does Antioch have?  

In an interview with the Chief of Police 

Forester, we asked about crime in our 

town. 

According to Chief Forester, the most 

common crime is vandalism.  This is the 

damage to personal property.  In 2008, 

this crime was reported about 180 times. 

When asked what crime people should be 

most afraid of, Chief Forester said, ñThey 

Healthcare reform has been a topic of 

debate politically for many years.  Presi-

dent Obama has made healthcare reform 

one of his top priorities.  He would like to 

see a bill passed regarding healthcare 

reform by the end of 2009. 

Until now, private insurance plans have 

been the main way people get health cov-

erage.  Medicare and Medicaid are gov-

ernment run plans for the elderly, dis-

abled and poor.  The main argument for 

healthcare reform is to guarantee that all 

Americans have health care coverage.  It 

is argued that many Americans are still 

without healthcare coverage because they 

can not afford it or choose not to pay for 

it.   

Politicians in Washington have been 

fighting over a healthcare reform bill for 

some time.  Democrats argue for a public 

option to be included in the bill.  This 

public option would be a government run 

insurance option that would compete with 

private plans. Democrats say Americans 

would still be able to keep private insur-

ance if they want. They argue that a pub-

lic option would create competition with 

private plans.  Conservatives argue 

against a public option because they say 

private insurances would go out of busi-

ness.  They are also concerned about the 

cost of a public option in any bill. 

According to a Gallop Poll in December, 

49% of Americans do not want a govern-

ment run plan while 44% think a govern-

ment run option is a good idea.  Clearly 

there is a lot to be considered and the 

American people seem to be split down 

the middle.   

According to the department of Agricul-

ture, the prices of food continued to de-

crease by about half a percent  in July of 

2009.  Beef and eggs were down 2.3 and 

2.7 percent.  This is a decrease in price 

that averages over 21 percent since the 

same time in 2008.  Federal data also 

showed that the current cost of a gallon of 

milk averaged $2.99.  This is down from 

an average of $3.96 in 2008.   

The prices of these items is expected to 

Most Americans are beginning to cut 

back  on certain parts of their budgets and 

routines due to the economic struggles 

that have been troubling American house-

holds over the past few months.  Some 

families may be wondering how to  

budget  for food in the months ahead.  

Although prices of milk, eggs and beef 

have been reported as moving downward, 

prices are likely to rise as the economy 

struggles. 

rise in 2010.  According to federal data, 

the prediction is that prices will rise by 2-

3 percent by the end of 2009.  As supplies 

decline, prices will continue to rise.  

Many economists believe that a large 

increase will take place in the lasts 

months of 2010. 

Antioch families will need to adjust their 

budget to allow for increased prices. 

Page 2 

Crime in Antioch by Tarrant Craig and Bradley Green 

Healthcare Debate by Andrew Freeman 

Rising Food Costs Expected in 2010  by Alex Stava 

RAIDER READ  



VOLUME 1,  ISSUE 3 

decided to join and talk about and solve 

problems together. 

I am one of the many kids in the program 

and I think that it is great.  There are 

many topics that we have been discuss-

ing.  Some of those include:  the ups and 

downs of the new school lunches, the 

100% club, bus issues, student issues and 

many more.  We have a dozen people in 

the program when everyone is there.  So 

far, the Principalôs Cabinet is solving 

many problems.  Thanks to Dr. Machak 

for this wonderful opportunity. 

The Principalôs Cabinet at Emmons 

School is where kids from all grades can 

get together and talk about the pros and 

cons of  various ideas around school.  It is 

lead by Dr. Machak and meets  every 

month.  Kids who want to express their 

feelings about the happenings at school 

Saturday school is a quiet place for 
getting work done.  Teachers provide 
help for students who missed school 
or donôt understand a certain subject. 

I went to the first Saturday school on 
November 14th.  I came to help out 
and four kids came.  All of them got 
all of their work done.  I thought it 
was a great work place and I found it 
very effective.  I got all my work done 
and helped other kids.  Mrs. Wu was 
the teacher that covered Saturday 
school.  She made a big difference.  
She always knew how to help out, 
even if it was a subject she didnôt 
teach.   

I also came to Saturday school on 
December 5th.  I came around the 
doors and saw busy people.  I found 
everyone working quietly and produc-
tively.  So I joined the busy group and 
got lots done.  There were three other 
kids there as well as me.  Many things 
got done that day including backpack 
and cubby cleaning.  

I think more people should come on 
Saturdays.  Kids would not believe 
how much they can get done.  You 
donôt need to be assigned to come or 
have a reason.  You can just come for 
a quiet place to work.  It would be 
awesome if more kids came.  I know I 
will keep coming. 

Mrs. Wu said her students at her old 
school would come to Saturday 
school, not as a punishment but a way 
to catch up.  Cassie, another student, 
added that it is easier to get it done on 
Saturday than do it after school.   It is 
more laid back.  Getting homework 
done on Saturday means no home-
work for the rest of the weekend.  Itôs 
a great feeling.   

One of the best things about Saturday 
school is the fact that you get to use 
any resources you need, like a com-
puter.  But everyone I know says the 
best part is the donuts! 

on time in all classes.  The tradition for 

the 100% club baseball game for the later 

category has been taken out of the plan 

this year.  I interviewed Dr. Machak on 

the subject and he replied, ñI love base-

ball.  I have even coached before.  I do 

believe in awarding students who have 

turned in 100% of their work.  However, 

if a group of teachers are gone for the 

day, it makes it harder on the other teach-

ers that did not go to the game.ò   

Other options for the 100% club reward 

are open for suggestion.  Some students 

are suggesting putting names on a plaque 

for those who achieve 100% status.  Oth-

ers have suggested certificates.  Dr. 

Machak even suggested a night game 

instead of a day game.  This would en-

able students to attend school for the day 

and no substitutes would be needed and 

students would not miss a day of school.  

Dr. Machak said, ñI am open for other 

ideas.  The baseball game just looks like 

This year has brought many new changes 

to Emmons School.  A new lunch pro-

gram has been installed and 8th graders 

are allowed to sit in the left corner of the 

bleachers for assemblies, just to name a 

few.  However, some of the changes have 

not been welcomed by the 8th grade.  The 

change of Henry Horner from an over-

night to a two day trip at least for this 

year and the canceling of the 100% club 

and reward baseball game are two that 

the 8th grade doesnôt agree with.   

Of the many changes that have taken 

place this year, no baseball game and no 

100% club are the biggest, especially for 

the 8th grade.  The 100% club was tradi-

tionally for middle school students who 

turned in all of their homework through-

out the year.  The reward was for work 

completion, regardless of the grade the 

student got on the assignment.  The base-

ball game, on a school day, was the re-

ward for students that turned in all work 

it wonôt work out this year.ò 

Even though there will not be a baseball 

game this year, I think that students that 

turn in 100% of their work should be 

rewarded.  Instead of going to a baseball 

game, why not go somewhere else?  In-

stead of going an hour away, what about 

going somewhere closer?  Going out to 

lunch and a movie is an idea or how 

about a simple outing for ice cream?  

Even the evening game is still something 

that could be factored in.  As an 8th grade 

student, it makes me sad to know there is 

no baseball game anymore.  It was an 

event that I did look forward to.  How-

ever, I do understand that this is a year of 

change at Emmons.   
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Q: I am very concerned about the math 

class I am in.  I feel that it is too hard 

and challenging.  I know if I stay in 

this class I will be able to get into the 

math class I want in high school.  I 

am afraid if I drop down to a lower 

class my friends will think Iôm not 

smart, but I am.  What should I do? 

R: I understand what you are feeling 

and I think you should stick with the 

class you are currently in.  Although 

it may seem like too much of a chal-

lenge, I think if you push yourself 

into the work you will be happy with 

this decision.  If your ñfriendsò 

would tease you about your deci-

sions, I donôt think they should be 

your friends.  Good luck .  ƽ 

Q: I am obsessed with Facebook and  

want to get rid of my bad habbit.  How do 

I get rid of it? 

R: I would suggest you turn off  your 

computer and encourage yourself to 

not go on it for a week.  By doing 

this you will force yourself to do 

more productive things instead of 

Facebook. 

Q: I want to be in band but my friends 

will make fun of me if I join.  How 

do I do what I love and still keep my 

friends? 

R: If you have true friends, they will 

support you in your decisions.  I 

would suggest trying it, who cares 

what others think?  You should live 

your life the way you want to live it. 

 

Do you need advice?  The question box is 

in Mrs. Clintonôs room.   

Parents that are wondering what kind of 

gift to give should consider these results.  

When asked what their favorite kind  of 

present is, 11 picked electronic, 8 clothes 

and 11 chose other.   

Emmons Christmas cheer is colored red 

and green.  Exactly half picked red and 

half picked green.   

With Christmas coming soon, we took a 

survey of middle school students at 

Emmons about their holiday plans.  30 

people took the survey.  Here are some of 

the results. 

When asked what kind of a tree they get, 

22 responded that they get a fake tree and 

only 8 said a real tree.   

One other question was, ñWhat do you do 

on Christmas morning?ò  20 said they 

wake up early and the rest said they sleep 

in.   

That is a sampling of the questions and 

responses from middle school students 

about Christmas activities.  Merry Christ-

mas and happy New Year. 

Page 4 

Advice Column by Bailey Moser 

Christmas Survey   by Samantha Spierling 

RAIDER READ  

Holiday Comics by Anthony Cloe 



VOLUME 1,  ISSUE 3 

fee and apple juice to drink.  When the 

drinks came, we both agreed 

that the portions were small.  

The juice was good but the 

coffee was not.  We ordered 

breakfast food.  One of us had 

two eggs, toast, potatoes and 

a hamburger patty.  The other 

had a Belgium waffle with a 

side order of bacon.  The ser-

vice was fast.  We had our 

meal in five and a half min-

utes.  The Squire had a great 

deal for us.  We were able to 

get two meals for under $20.00, not in-

cluding the tip.  

Overall, if you want a 

kind of fast restaurant 

that you can get two 

meals under $20.00 

with adequate por-

tions in Antioch, you 

should go to the 

Squire. 

We rate this restau-

rant three stars. 

 

We recently went to a restaurant called 

the Squire.  The Squire is very conven-

ient .  It is in downtown Antioch, right 

next to Antioch High School and across 

from the McDonalds.  When we first 

walked in, we felt the atmosphere was 

calming.  It looks like a nice place to sit 

down and have a meal.  We were seated 

on the left side of the restaurant in a 

booth.  Right away we were given glasses 

of water and soon after a waitress came 

with a menu.  The menu gave us a wide 

variety of food to choose from.  Steaks to 

burgers, waffles to crepes.  We had cof-

Star Trek 

You may think that Star Trek is the geeky 

show your brother has all the collectible 

action figures for but the new movie di-

rected by J.J. Abrams makes the old Star 

Trek a thing of the past.  In this new in-

stallment, there is action around every 

corner and a story any die hard fan  or 

newcomer can get into.  In the movie 

there are unexpected twists as well as an 

appearance by the original Spock.   

In this movie, the Romulans are back.  

The Romulans are mad because their 

planet was destroyed.  They use their ship 

to create a hole in the planet Vulcan.  

They make a dooms-day device that uses 

red matter to create a black hole.  The 

leader of the Romulans has returned from 

the future to lead this plan.  Spock and 

Kirk must team up to save life.  Can they 

do it? 

A.J.:  I like this movie a lot.  It is an ac-

tion packed thriller from the future.  It 

makes you wonder if Earth is the only 

planet that has life.  This movie is rated 

PG-13.  This is one that will knock your 

socks off.  Itôs that good.  You have to 

see it. 

Riley:  This movie was awesome.  It has 

explosive action scenes and a romantic 

Spock.  It was worth every penny.  You 

should go see this movie. 

 

New Moon 

Fantastic, mesmerizing, and amazing are 

some of the words that come to mind 

when leaving the theater after seeing the 

second movie in the Twilight Saga, New 

Moon.  This movie was full of romance 

and packed with action.  From the were-

wolves to vampires, to the feud between 

Jacob and Edward, this movie was grip-

ping.   

The movie picks up where the first 

movie, Twilight, left off.  In this one, 

Bella and Edward become distant when 

Edward decides it is for the best if they 

are not together anymore.  Victoria, re-

turns to hunt Bella, seeking revenge for 

the death of her mate in the first movie.  

Jacob becomes her friend and protector in 

Edwardôs absence. 

A.J.:  In my opinion, I think that this 

movie is way better than Twilight.  It has 

more romance than I would like but other 

than that, it was great.  One of the best 

scenes in the movie was when Bella tries 

cliff diving, a werewolfôs idea of fun.   

Riley:  I didnôt want to get up to use the 

bathroom, it was that good.  With the 

movies twists and turns, there is no 

guessing whatôs to come in this plot.  

From the conspiracy with Jacob to the 

visions had by Edward,  this movie will 

keep you guessing.  A little too much 

romance for my taste but plenty of action.  

This was a great movie. 

This movie was rated PG-13.  It will have 

you asking, ñIs this real?ò  Itôs a great 

movie and a must see. 
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